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By Meripimh Jusisko
For HE Zion-Bermon News

‘Winthrop Harbor isn't letting a
sour economy puta damper on its
economic development plans that
have been sprouting for many
years now. In fact, the village has
unveiled the concept drawings
for the TIF redevelopment pro-
posal that could be the stimulus
to greatly change the future of the
village.

It's at times like this when the
development community does
its planning, according to Pat
DiPersio, Director of Economic
Development in the village. Fully
aware that the current economy
obviously affects plans, he says
they will be in position to be ready
when the market turns around
and goes back up.

The pieces are coming togeth-
er and the big picture is becoming
clearer, just as when a jigsaw puz-
zle is pieced together. The pieces
have been talked about for many
years now. The Triangle. The 7th
Street Streetscape. The METRA
station expansion. Further lake-
front development. Some of these
ideas have been talked about
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Here is how “the triangle” in Winthrop Harbor could look in the future, as proposed by LM Development
Partners. This is the view of the concept building design from the southwest intersection of Seventh
Street and Sheridan Road. Photos courtesy Winthrap Harbor Economic Development

longer than others. All affect resi-
dentsin the village. And all lead to
the same goal: generate new rev-
enues for the village,

The village is working with
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This is the proposed look for Seventh Street in Winthrop Harbaor,
going east to the marina, once the Seventh Street Streetscape proj- -
ectis completed. ) : : o e

LM Development Partners in
planning the redevelopment of
an eight-acre parcel of land on

the northeast corner of Sheridan -

Road and Seventh Street, the so-
called “triangle” area. Concep-
tual drawings, prepared by JMH
Architects, have been released,
“depicting a mixed-use develop-
ment, combining retail, office and
residential to create a new and
vibrant town center,” according
to DiPersio. The development
would serve as a catalyst to future
development along Sheridan
Road in the business district,
DiPersio states.

The village is continuing to
negotiate with the developer
regarding this project. The devel-
oper is reviewing the proposed
agreement, and DiPersio expects
a response in the coming weeks.
Back in October 2007, a TIF dis-
trict was established for the area.
TIF is a financial incentive used
to-attract the interest of develop-
ers, in which expected future rev-
enues are used to pay for current

The 7th Street Streetscape proj-
ect consists of defining the down-
town with the installation of a nau-
tically themed streetseape along
Seventh Street from Whitney to
the railroad tracks, and 300 feet
in each direction from Seventh
Street on Sheridan Road. Prelimi-
nary engineering is complete and
the project is ready to go out to
bid once funding is secured,

An application for funding has
been submitted to the Illinois
Transportation Enhancement
Program. The applications are
being reviewed, and the village
hopes for a response after Febru-
ary. There is a matching compo-
nent, with the village having to
put in money. When the village
receives a response will deter-
mine if construction can begin
as early as this coming summer.
If funding is not approved, the vil-
lage will explore other options,
DiPersio says, including possibly
using TIF money, to get the praj-
ect finished, :
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Meanwhile, the METRA
parkmglﬂt on Seventh Street
isset to-double its capacity
for vehicles, while the warm-
ing shelter will be replaced
iith a larger; indoor, heated
warming shelter. METRA is
responsible for the funding of
- this project and according to
its contract, construction 1sm

lie. completed by this coming:

'J'uly The lotwill be cumpleted

o Studxes shumhatevenma

poor econapy; deﬁelupment
continues:to happen arcund

. train stops and publictrans:.

. portation; DiPersio says; Peo-

ple who lve neara fransit sys-

tem will use it to go to woik,
to shop and for-recreation.
The immediate plan‘is to get
people to.come to the village
onthe train for recreation pur-
poses; but it can-grow from
there, DiPersio says, “The
value of a METRA stop can'’t
be overstated.”

As train riders know, the
stops to Winthrop Harbor
aren'’t as frequent as those to
Waukegan. DiPersio would
like, the train yard in Keno-
sha, Wis: to expand so.it can
havetheability toacceptmore
trains. Then, there could be
more stops in the village, A
public transportation survey
‘hias been available on the vil

lage's Welisite, 45 an attempt:

to show METRA officials that
ifthere weremorestopsinthe
village there would be more
" riders,

‘This year marks the 20th
anniversary of the opening
of North Point Marina “and

the promise for. economic

prosperity that would follow,”

according to DiPersio, He
isnot focusing on why more
prosperity may not have hap-
pened in the past. Hiseyesare
on the present and future and

- taking advantage of the fact

themarinaishers, -
DiPersio said the marina is
auniqueand obviousaspectto
attract people totown, though
not nécessarily the only one.
Butits sametfung few other
commiunities: have, It's the
largést inland marina in the
United States. Not every com-
munity:can. brag :about that.
It's levagage» ‘@gives the vl

lage apmpetifive advantage -

Tn'the ﬁlhrketlt's an‘attrac-
‘fion; adgstmahqn.

“was present-
ed; uea;ly ﬁal' ago, to the

statef The,ﬂhvelupment of
.prupeq}j%at the state-owned

lakefront: anate ‘investors

" have exprassed interest in
.hluldmg a hotel/resort, res-

taurants; and'shops. The area
would also be:improved with
a'iafuire center'dndtrails that
would connect the lakefront
to the METRA station and
downtown.
Atthlspumttherehasbeen
“no quantifiable response”
from the state, DiPersio says,

~and village oﬂicla]s are hop-

ing to sit.down withofficials
at the state level to discuss
the propasal. A copy has been
sentto the governor’s chief of
staff, the Department of Natu-

‘ral Resourceg that manages

the property and many other

elected officials, The proposal-
would provide the villageand |

the atatewlth “Significant rev-

enue," DiPetsio says; They |
. areasking the state to consid-

er the joint venture, in which
private, not village or state
moxiey would be used, “We
are frying very hard to find
ways to suppart our village
financially," DiPersio says.

The plans are very pre- .

liniinary. In addition to the
proposed -new buildings,
there would be open space
preserved and protected from
eventualerosion, Theenviron-
ment would be enhanced and

protected as opposed to dimin-
ished and' damaged. While
the marina now provides a
narrow market opportunity
that attracts boaters, they
want fo atiract everyone and
provide more public access,
DiPersio says. He points out
the lakefront is in the position
tobefurther developed imme-
diately; as there are no brown-
fields orindustrial plantsto be
removed,

What do all these-plans
mean for residents? There
would be new revenue to
pay for.services that won't
come from taxing the resi-
dents, DiPersio says. As well
ag avibrant business district
offering goods and services
that residents want and need,
increased lakefront facﬂmes
with more access to moreres-
" idents,and even more pride to
live inthe village,

Al the pieces do fit togeth-
er, They are part of a larger
plan and the village wants to
find a way.to have it happen,

DiPersio says. He acknowl-

edgesthatifone piece doesn't
happen, the whole plan
doesn't necessarily collapse.
However they do all support

each other. The “triangle”
developer doesn't want to be
the only developmenthappen-

ing. The streetscape project.

is not for the benefit to make
onestreeflook pretty and take
away from other needs in the
community, DiPersio says.
Not only does the street lead
to the lakefront, but the vil-
lage can show the state that
besides wanting to: develop

the state land, the village is

working to improve what they
already have,
The METRA station is the

hub of it all, More attractive .

walking trails leading frain
passengers upto the town and
down to the lakefront can lead
to more foot traffic for stores,
restaurants and the lakefront,
Visitors can spend the day
both at the lake and in town.
There are no other METRA
stopsina state park in llinois,
DiPersio points out.

DiPersio says if the village
isable to do all of these things

overnight; “Winthrop Har-

bor will change.” This would
further develop and be some-

“thing positivé for the region,

the county, and the-state,
DiPersio believes.

DIPEI'SIO says the ]ob of

the village officials is to serve |

the residents of Winthrop
Harbor. The plans all along
have included input and pub-
hcmeetmgs -with the public.
More input from residents,
businesses and orpanizations

is needed now. In the coming |

months, brochures will be
distributed, display: boards
will be paraded out, and meet:
ings will be held for feedback.
Plans can also be seen on the
village's Web site; winthro-
pharbor.com.

T anyone has questions or
comments, contact DiPersio
at 847-872-3846 Ext 255 or
email pdipersio@winthro-
pharbor.com. Residents are
also encouraged tovoice their

support to their elected offi-

cials at the state level, to help

drive the state's decision mak- | ©)

ers.to take action on the pro-
posal,

together, DiPersio says, will
“redefine the business district
and business opportunities
for-Winthrop Harbor for the
next 100-years. It can really
have that significant impact.”

A bird's éye view of the bnncept site design from the southwest intersection of Seventh Street

and Sheridan Road.

All of theée pieces coming |
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