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An Open Letter to Residents from Mayor Loy 
 

To the residents of Winthrop Harbor and other stakeholders interested in the 

success of the North Point Marina Lakefront Complex—to the benefit of the 

Village, Lake County and the State of Illinois; 

The reason for my letter today is to ask for your support in signing a petition in-

tended to encourage the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to take action to 

privatize the North Point Marina complex and its surrounding lands. We believe that 

privatization will lead to, at a minimum, the 

completion of the master development plan 

envisioned in 1989 when the marina 

opened.  

The promise of an economic boon to our vil-

lage when the marina was being planned 

has, in recent years, eroded into frustration.  

As the State has refused to respond appro-

priately to our many requests for coopera-

tion, we have been forced to stand by and 

watch our most valued land asset deterio-

rate to an unkempt and outdated facility. The result has been the loss of the use of 

our public beach and the driving away of marina customers as well as other potential 

visitors to our area. We need the marina to be successful and we need to be able to 

market the entire lakefront as a tourist destination in or-

der to create an attractive location for business investment.  

It is this desired business investment that is at the center 

of our objective in seeing the lakefront used to its fullest 

potential. Business investment will create non-residential 

tax revenues for our village, helping to fund essential ser-

vices without having to ask our residents to continue to 

shoulder the lion’s share of the burden.  

It is as plain as this; we have interested private parties 

who want to invest in the marina and the original plan, but the State will not so 

much as schedule a meeting with us to discuss the matter. We are hoping that this 

will change when we can get enough well informed people to sign our petition. You 

can help by signing when asked, and by asking your State elected officials what they 

are doing about the lakefront.  

The petition can be viewed on the village Web site, www.winthropharbor.com.  You 

can sign the petition by visiting Village Hall any time during business hours, Mon-

day through Friday. Thank you for considering this important request for assistance.  

Yours truly,  

Robert D. Loy, Mayor 

Village of Winthrop Harbor 

 

 

- Reminder - 
 

Parking is prohibited 

from 2am-6am on 

all village roadways 

from Nov. 1st 

through April 1st.  
 

Village Ordinances may be reviewed 
at www.winthropharbor.com 
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We’re Back 
 

Harbor Shores newsletter 

is once again being mailed 

directly to all residents! 

Village Hall will 
be closed on 

 

Mon. Jan. 16th 
(MLK, Jr.’s Birthday) 

 

Mon. Feb. 20th 
(President’s Day) 



 

 

Robert D. Loy, Mayor 
 

Jana J. Lee, Village Clerk 
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Harbor Shores newsletter, Volume 16, Issue 1, 
JAN/FEB 2012. Published bi-monthly by the Village 
of Winthrop Harbor, 830 Sheridan Rd, Winthrop 
Harbor, IL 60096. Editor: Mike Bitton Next Issue 
Deadline: FEBRUARY 10th. Submissions: Drop 

off at Village Hall, mail to above address, or submit 
on-line at www.winthropharbor.com/submissions.  

Village of Winthrop Harbor 
830 Sheridan Road 

Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 

Phone: 847-872-3846            Fax: 847-872-0639 
 

E-mail: info@winthropharbor.com     Web site: www.winthropharbor.com 
 

-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Village Meetings Open to the Public 
 

Mayor Robert Loy, the Board of Trustees and Village staff encourage resi-

dents to attend the Village Board and committee meetings, held monthly at 

Village Hall or the Schlader Memorial Recreation Center. We value the input 

that our residents provide, and are committed to addressing all questions and 

concerns in a constructive, positive manner. Please consider joining us at any 

of the meetings listed in the table below: 

Trustee Departments 

Kimberly Braden Com. Development 

Richard Coombe, Jr. Police / EMA 

Kathy Luke Fire / EMS 

Robert Marabella Parks & Recreation 

Timothy Neargarder Finance 

Richard Robards Public Works 

Joel Brumlik, Chief Police / EMA 

Pat DiPersio, Director Community Dev. 

Scott Fuller, Director Parks & Recreation 

John Hogan, Supt. Public Works 

Jana Lee, Director Administration / HR 

Ron Levin, Chief Fire / EMS 

Lisa Shaw, Director Finance 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Village Hall 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. EMA Building 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m. Schlader Building 

Administration 847-872-3846 

Community Development 847-872-3846 x 255 

Fire / EMS 847-872-5957 * 

Finance 847-872-3846 x 244 

Parks & Recreation 847-746-3505 

Police / EMA 847-872-2131 * 

Public Works 847-872-5275 

* FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

Recycle Your Old Holiday Lights! 
 

Wondering what to do with those old, tangled, strings of holiday lights? Re-

cycle them!  

The Zion Public Works Department and the Solid Waste Agency of Lake 

County, in conjunction with Zion Township and Zion Elementary School 

District 6 will be accepting holiday light strings for recycling.   

As a convenience, Winthrop Harbor residents can drop off their light strings 

at Winthrop Harbor Village Hall during regular business hours on Mondays 

through Fridays in January. Final day for drop-off is Jan. 30th, and Village 

staff will in turn take all of the collected lights to Zion on January 31st.  

Holiday light strings of any type will be accepted, including regular, minia-

ture or LED types, working or not. Light bulbs need not be removed. Only 

light strings are accepted. No wreaths, figurines or other lighted holiday 

decorations.   

Visit the on-line Calendar for updates on village meetings and events! 

www.winthropharbor.com 



Recreation Programs 
 

FUN FAIR! — Winthrop Harbor’s annual Fun Fair 

will be held Saturday, Feb. 25th from 11am to 4pm at 

the Schlader Recreation Center. This is a great event to 

bring the family to share in all the fun and excitement 

that will be taking place! There will be 

approximately 20 different games for 

your enjoyment, including the Wheel, 

Basketball Shoot, Darts, Cake Walk, 

Pop Toss, Gold Fish (win a fish), 

Mouse Race (win a mouse!), and many 

others to test your skills.  We’ll have a 

Moonwalk for kids of all ages to 

bounce in, and raffles with chances to 

win some great prizes.  The Police and Fire Departments 

will have their fun and educational booths, and the Gen-

eral Store will be filled with goodies for a fair price.  As 

always, refreshments will be served from the kitchen for 

your convenience.  Keep an eye out in the next month for 

more information on what’s happening at this year’s 

event!  

Volunteers Needed! The true driving force that makes 

our Fun Fair such a success for the kids is our volun-

teers.  We need people to help decorate on Friday, to help 

run the games, sell tickets, or work the kitchen on Satur-

day (2 shifts available). We also need cakes for our cake 

walk. If you are available and would like to help, please 

call us at 847-746-3505. Thank you! 

BASEBALL / SOFTBALL REGISTRATION — 
As February approaches, so does Winthrop Harbor’s 

baseball / softball registration. This year’s sign-ups will 

be from Monday Feb. 27th through Friday Mar. 23rd. 

Registration forms are available and can be submitted at 

Village Hall and the Schlader Building. Forms are also 

available at www.winthropharbor.com. It is imperative 

that registration forms are turned in by Mar. 23rd in 

order to secure a spot for your child in this year’s league. 

You may also submit forms on 

Saturdays, 9am-1pm, or Sun-

days, 1pm-5pm at the Schlader Rec. 

Center during the basketball season. 

Evaluations will take place on Saturday, Mar. 24th for 

boys, and Sunday, Mar. 25th for girls. Anyone wanting 

to sign a child up after March. 23rd will go to a waiting 

list and will only have a chance to play if another child 

decides to exit the league or if there is still room on a 

team.  Tee Ball starts at age 5 for boys and girls, and the 

oldest age groups will be 18yrs for girls and 14yrs for 

boys. For information on this year’s fees, or to get in-

volved as a coach, sponsor or umpire, please call 847-746

-3505. Practices start mid-April and run at most twice a 

week. Games will begin mid-May on weeknights with 

Saturdays used as makeup days. The season will run 

until mid-July.   

WINTHROP HARBOR BASKETBALL — Look-

ing for something fun and exciting to do on the week-

ends? Come out and watch as the stars of 

tomorrow take the floor! The season for 

Youth Basketball will begin at the 

Schlader Rec. Center the weekend of Jan. 

14th and will continue every weekend 

(excluding Feb. 25th) until March 18th.  1st 

through 4th grades play from 9am to 1pm Saturdays, 

while 5th through 8th grades play 1pm to 5pm on Sun-

days. The Recreation Dept. thanks all the coaches and 

assistant coaches who dedicate their time to make this 

league a great experience for all. We also thank our 

sponsors who graciously give back to the youth of the 

community. Your donations are greatly appreciated.  

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL REGISTRATION — This 

is a recreational league and not meant for competitive 

level players. The fee is $275 per team plus an addi-

tional, one-time $10 for each non-resident 

player.  There is a limit of 8 teams (10 play-

ers per team) for the league, so don’t miss 

out! Registration begins Jan. 3rd and closes 

on Jan. 27th. Games will be played on Thursday nights, 

7-10pm, starting Feb. 2nd. If you are interested in re-

serving a spot, contact Scott Fuller at 847-746-3505.  

WALK’N WALK’N — Monday through Friday come 

indoors at the Schlader Recreation Center from 8-10 am 

and walk and talk while you stay warm and dry. From 

10-11 am, adults are welcome to bring in their little ones 

and let the kids play in the gym while the adults walk 

laps. The Recreation Department has a few items for 

kids to play with, and toys/bikes brought from home are 

welcomed as well. (The Recreation staff is not responsible 

for supervising children that may be brought in to the 

gym.) Please note that the gym will be closed on Jan. 1st 

& 16th, and Feb. 20th, 23rd & 24th.  

TEEN DANCE — Teen Dances are held on the 2nd 

Friday of the month from 7-10pm at the Schlader Rec-

reation Center during the school year. Dances are for 5th

-8th grade children who live in Winthrop Harbor. Once a 

child enters the dance they are not allowed to leave the 

building until 10pm unless a parent comes to the door to 

pick them up.  Admission is $3 per child. If you would 

like more information or would like to help chaperone, 

please call the Recreation Department.  

ACTIVITY NIGHT— On Friday, Jan. 20th, from 7-

9pm the Schlader Rec. Center will be open to 3rd and 

4th grade students who live in Winthrop Harbor. Activi-

ties will include music, various games, open gym and 

refreshments to purchase. Admission is $3 at the door, 

and no child will be allowed to leave before 9pm unless 

that child’s parent comes to the door to pick them up. We 

ask that all parents come inside at 9pm to pick up their 

 

(See RECREATION, page 4) 
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AARP Chapter 871 
The Winthrop Harbor AARP Chapter will meet at 1pm 

on Tuesdays, Jan. 17th, and Feb. 21st at the Commu-

nity Center on 7th Street. We will be showing video se-

lected on the Great Trans-American Train Ride.   

New members and guests are always welcome. Refresh-

ments are normally served at the regular meetings. If 

there are any questions, please call Jerry Larson at 847-

746-6567, or e-mail him at jerryplarson@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Winthrop Harbor Lions Club 
The Lions will hold our 26th annual Steak & Egg Break-

fast at Stone Creek Grill on Sunday, March 11th. Break-

fast will be served from 7-11:30am.  This will be our 5th 

year at Stone Creek Grill. Please mark your calendars 

and enter the event into your smart phones.  We look 

forward to another nice turnout. The Lions appreciate 

your support as this is one of our primary fundraisers.  

The Lions Rummage Sale is scheduled for Saturday, 

March 31st from 8-5pm at the Schlader Recreation Cen-

ter. Please come and check out the bargains. If you 

would like to donate items, you may bring them to the 

Schlader Rec. Center the afternoon of March 30th. For 

additional information, call Lion Hayden Evans at 847-

872-5969. 

The Lions would like to remind everyone that we play 

BINGO on Wednesday evenings at the Schlader Rec. 

Center. The doors open at 4:30 pm. for pull-tabs, raffles 

begin at 6:45 pm and Bingo begins at 7 pm. Refresh-

ments are available.  

 

 
 

Benton Township offers a variety of services to citizens of 

all ages. For more information, please visit us on-line at 

www.bentontownship.com or call Jan Suthard, Supervi-

sor, at 847-746-2100. 

  

AARP DRIVING SCHOOL: Feb. 7th and 8th from 

10am-2pm at the Zion Benton Public Library. Call to 

sign up as space is limited.  

DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTION DRUG CARD:  Save 

money with this FREE discount drug card. Get yours at 

the Township office, or go to www.coast2coastrx.com.   

SENIOR RESOURCE DAY: Seniors 55+ mark your 

calendar for Senior Resource Day, April 25th. Details 

will be in the next newsletter issue.  

NEW DIAL-A-RIDE EXPANSION for all Benton Town-

ship residents. Service available Monday thru Friday, 

8:30am to 5:30pm; must call 800-201-6446 one day in 

advance to secure a seat. Area served is anywhere in 

Benton or Zion Townships, such as Wal-Mart, Kmart, 

Harbor Foods, etc.  For medical appointments, which can 

include Waukegan and Gurnee locations as well, you 

may call one week in advance to reserve a seat, Tuesdays 

or Thursdays only, 8:30am to 3:30pm.    

SENIORS NEED ASSISTANCE FUELING YOUR 

CAR? Beginning Nov. 1st and going through April 1st, 

on Wednesdays from 9am to 1pm a station attendant will 

assist you by filling your tank (you pay for the gasoline!). 

Stop in at the Township office or Village Hall for your 

placard listing participating stations. 

SOCKS FOR THE SOUL: Drop off packages of new 

socks for children, infants, men & women. Preferably 

crew socks designed for warmth for our residents in 

need.   

MEELS ON WHEELS program is available by calling 

(847) 546-5733. 

DROP OFF USED EYE GLASSES for refurbishing at 

the Township office.  

ACCEPTING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD and health/

beauty products for our local food pantries.  Bring your 

unopened items to the Township office.   

 

child. The Recreation Board welcomes any parent who 

would like to stay and chaperone. Call Recreation with 

questions at 847-746-3505. 

(RECREATION - Continued from page 3) 
 

 

FUN FAIR! 
Come to the recreation center 

for a great time at the Fun Fair. 

We’ll have lots of goodies at the 

general store, plus yummy re-

freshments from the kitchen. 

Lots of games, prizes and a 

raffle.. Don’t miss it! 

Bring the kids, 

grandkids, nieces, 

& nephews! 

11am-4pm at the 

Schlader Recreation Center 

on 9th Street in Winthrop Harbor 

Fun for Everyone - 

 Over 20 Games! 

 Cake Walk! Pop Toss! 

 Moon Walk! Mouse Race! 

 Win Prizes! 

Saturday 

FEB. 25th 

Family Fun in Winthrop Harbor! 
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EDC News 
 

How we Pay for Government Services 

As we move into the New Year we thought it might be a 

good time to revisit how your tax dollars are used to pay 

for local services and why the EDC is focused on attract-

ing business development to our community.  

While there are literally dozens of taxing bodies that 

share tax collections, the two we will focus on here are 

the Village and the school districts.  And while there are 

many taxes that we all pay, the ones the EDC are most 

interested in are property and sales tax, as these can 

have the greatest impact on Village and school district 

budgets. In short, the plans we are attempting to imple-

ment are intended to increase non-residential tax reve-

nue to support local services without increasing the fi-

nancial burden on our residents.  

Revenue for both the village and the school districts are 

derived primarily from property tax collections. Around 

11% of your property taxes go to the village while ap-

proximately 70% go to the schools. This is true whether 

the tax is collected on a business property or a residen-

tial property.  The difference is in what services will be 

provided to the user of the property. Services provided to 

a business user are much different (and in many cases 

much less costly) than those required by a residential 

user. The major difference in services provided to each 

type of property is that business users will not increase 

the burden on the school system.  Businesses therefore 

can produce the same amount of property taxes as a resi-

dential user, but the business use will not add students 

to the system, meaning more revenue without adding 

cost.  

A secondary tax benefit in using land for business can 

come in the form of the village share of retail tax collec-

tions. The village will receive approximately 15% of re-

tail sale taxes collected, again contributing to the reve-

nue side of our budget with minimal impact on the ex-

pense side. If the EDC is successful in implementing the 

goal of attracting business investment, we can find new 

revenues to support village and school services without 

needing to ask residents to carry more of the burden.  

If you have questions about this topic or any of the eco-

nomic development plans of the village, please contact 

Community Development Director, Pat DiPersio, at 847-

872-3846, Ext. 255, or by email message to pdiper-

sio@winthropharbor.com.  

 

Shop Local! 
 

Want to know the best way to help keep the cost of 

village services down? Shop local! 

Supporting local businesses keeps your tax dollars local. 

So the next time you plan to shop, look here first. You’ll 

be surprised at just how much our local merchants have 

to offer. A list of village businesses is maintained on the 

village Web site… but for now here are a couple you 

might want to check out soon; 

The Other Place at The Lighthouse 

935 Sheridan Road— (847) 872-2446 

Two familiar and popular businesses, The Other Place 

and the Lighthouse Pub & Grill, have been combined 

into The Other Place at The Lighthouse.  Newly reno-

vated, this is a great place to eat and to meet friends.  

Owner/Operator Darlene Newman wishes to welcome 

residents and visitors to her new location. Great food, 

great drinks in a great new space! 

Winthrop Harbor Dental Center—New Location! 

644 Sheridan Rd., Suite 105— (847) 872-5626 

Serving the residents of Winthrop Harbor for 25 years, 

Dr. Michael A. Damko, DDS, wishes to announce the 

opening of his new location. For all your dental care 

needs, please call or stop by to arrange an appointment.  

Please patronize all of our local businesses. For a com-

plete list, visit www.winthropharbor.com and click over 

to the on-line Business Directory.  

 

Chamber of Commerce News 
 

If you are a local business owner we would love to see 

you at one of our networking events. We meet on the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesday of each month at NorStates Bank 

from 7:30-9:00am. Donuts and coffee are provided.  

If you would like to be added to our email list to receive 

meeting updates, please visit us at www.cocwh.com.  

 



PAGE 6  - HARBOR SHORES   JAN /  FEB 2012  

Holiday Home Decorating Contest Winners 
 

Congratulations to the winners of our 1st Annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest!  The contest was open to all resi-

dents of Winthrop Harbor, and we’re pleased that there were 12 entries this first time out. Entry into the contest is free, 

and each winner received a wonderful gift basket full of Holiday goodies, plus gift certificates from our local businesses.   

 

Mayor Loy, our Trustees and Staff would like to thank our local businesses who contributed to the prize baskets, includ-

ing Wenzel’s, Clark, Bob & Ann’s, Harbor Foods and The Other Place at The Lighthouse.  We also thank our panel of six 

judges, who traveled aboard the Winthrop Harbor Shuttle to each of the 12 locations to view the entries.  

 

Below are photos of our three prize winners. However for the full effect in brilliant color, visit our village web site at 

www.winthropharbor.com and click on the “Contest Winners” link near the bottom of the Home page.     

1st 

Place 

2nd 

Place 

3rd 
Place 

Kelly Ladewig 

1215 Franklin Ave. 

Bob & Lisa McNeil 

1228 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Shawn DeBoey 

907 Shields Ave. 

 -Photos by Bruce Edwards - 



HARBOR SHORES - PAGE 7   JAN /  FEB 2012  

JANUARY 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Recreation Board Planning-Zoning 

Village Board 

E.D.C. 

AARP 
1pm-CC 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29    

 

Recreation Board. Planning-Zoning 

Village Board E.D.C. 

EVERY MONDAY EVERY TUESDAY EVERY WEDNESDAY EVERY THURSDAY EVERY FRIDAY 

FEBRUARY 2012 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
Boy Scouts 7pmðCC 

 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 

EVERY MONDAY EVERY TUESDAY EVERY WEDNESDAY EVERY THURSDAY EVERY FRIDAY 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
Boy Scouts 7pmðCC 

 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
Lions BINGO 7pm ïSB 

 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
 

Walkõn WalkõnðSB 
Lions BINGO 7pm ïSB 

 

Village Board 

SB= Schlader Bldg. 
CC= Com. Center 

Village Board 

SB= Schlader Bldg. 
CC= Com. Center 

SHOP LOCAL! 

Activity Night 
3rd / 4th Grade 

7-9pm 

TEEN DANCE 
7-10pm 

Village Hall Closed 

TEEN DANCE 
7-10pm 

Village Hall Closed 

AARP 
1pm-CC 

Presidentôs Day 

Happy New Year!  

MLK, Jr. Birthday 

FUN FAIR!  
11am-4pm 

Donôt miss the annual FUN FAIR 

on February 25th!  
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Thank You—Winthrop Harbor 
 

The Police Department would like to thank all those resi-

dents who sent or dropped off cards and goodies for our 

Officers and other personnel during the Holidays.  We’d 

also like to thank our fellow 1st responders next door at 

the Fire Department, and our co-workers at Village Hall. 

We are proud to be a part of the Winthrop Harbor com-

munity, and proud to serve and protect the safety and 

security of all who live here and visit our village. 

2011 was a banner year in terms of number of calls for 

service at the Police Department, yet we were able to do 

more with less, thanks to the support of Mayor Loy and 

our Trustees, and to the support of all village depart-

ments and you - our residents. We look forward to provid-

ing professional and personal community policing services 

through 2012.  

 

New Seat Belt Law Begins Jan. 1st 
 

The Police Department would like to remind everyone 

that an amendment to the Illinois seat belt law takes ef-

fective on January 1, 2012.  With this new law, all pas-

sengers must be buckled up, regardless of where you sit 

in the vehicle.  

The new law was signed by Governor Pat Quinn in June 

and is aimed at reducing the number of back seat passen-

gers ejected from their vehicles during traffic crashes.  

The new law strengthens the state’s current seat belt 

laws, which require passengers in the front seat and any-

one under the age of 19 to wear safety belts. Police will be 

able to stop vehicles if they notice any passenger isn’t 

strapped in. Fines start at $25.    

The underlying goal is to save lives, and Illinois is already 

on the right track in that department. For the last two 

years our state’s traffic fatalities have dipped under 1,000 

each year. That’s still 1,000 too many fatalities, of course, 

and the legislature is counting on this new law to push 

that number farther down. In 1998 seat belt usage by 

drivers and front seat passengers in Illinois was under 

65%, while in 2010 over 96% were buckled in. Clearly this 

increase has played a significant role in saving lives. It’s 

simply a fact that you have a much higher likelihood of 

surviving a traffic crash when you’re belted in. So buckle 

up, Winthrop Harbor, and stay safe for your loved 

ones! 

 

 

 

www.winthropharborfire.org 

Home Heating Safety Tips 
 

Wood stoves and fireplaces are becoming a very common 

heat source in homes. Careful attention to safety can 

minimize their fire hazard. To use these heaters safely, be 

sure the fireplace or stove is installed properly. Wood 

stoves should have adequate clearance (36”) from combus-

tible surfaces and proper floor support and protection. 

Wood stoves should be of good quality, solid construction 

and design, and should be laboratory tested.  Have the 

chimney inspected annually and cleaned if necessary, es-

pecially if it has not been used for some time.  

Do not use flammable liquids to start or accelerate any 

fire. Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace 

opening, to prevent embers or sparks from jumping out.  

Don’t use excessive amounts of paper to build roaring fires 

in your fireplace. It’s possible to ignite creosote in the 

chimney by overbuilding the fire.  

Never burn charcoal indoors. Burning charcoal can give 

off lethal amounts of carbon monoxide.  

Keep flammable materials away from your fireplace man-

tel. A spark from the fireplace could easily ignite these 

materials. Before you go to sleep, be sure your fireplace 

fire is out!  NEVER close your damper with hot ashes in 

the fireplace. A closed damper will help the fire to heat up 

again and will force toxic carbon monoxide into the home.  

If synthetic logs are used, follow the directions on the 

package carefully. NEVER break a synthetic log apart to 

quicken the fire or use more than one log at a time. They 

often burn unevenly, releasing higher than normal heat 

and fumes.   

If using a kerosene heater, be sure it is in good working 

condition.  Inspect the exhaust parts for carbon buildup.  

Be sure your heater has an emergency shut-off in case it is 

tipped over. Use ONLY the fuel recommended by the 

manufacturer, and never introduce a fuel into a unit not 

designed for that type of fuel.  Keep kerosene and other 

flammable liquids stored in approved metal containers in 

well ventilated storage areas, outside of the house.  

Never fill a heater while it’s operating or still hot, and 

avoid overfilling. Refueling should always be done outside. 

If you have questions about these or any other safety 

topics, please call or stop by the Fire Department 

any time!  

 

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

www.whpd.org 


